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Message from Pastor Steve… 

 
I remember the day I took on my first real debt. I was 18 years and just a couple 
of months old and I had no real idea what I was getting myself into other than a 
deep sense of fear and dread. All I knew was that in order to have a chance at the 
kind of future I hoped for, I needed a college education, and in order to receive a 
college education I needed student loans. So I took a deep breath and scribbled 
my name on the bottom line. 

 I had the same feeling at the age of 23 when Amber and I closed on our first 
home. What an adventure it was for us to envision our lives together in the perfect 
house on a lot shaded by beautiful old white oaks with a large nature park just 
outside our back gate. And yet, what anxiety I felt in the pit of my stomach as our 
debt ballooned into a six-figure sum. 

 Later we would take on even more student loans as Amber and I both enrolled 
simultaneously in graduate programs, she in accounting and I in divinity school. 
Again, these were days mixed with hope, joy, and lingering fear. What if we were 
unable to repay? What if I failed out of divinity school and all that money  was for 
nothing? What if one of us gets seriously hurt on the way to or from school, or we 
are diagnosed with some terrible and expensive disease? It felt like my future was 
increasingly slipping into the control of some invisible person who could not care 
less about my well-being. And in some ways this fear was well-founded. As the 
Bible teaches, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender.” (Proverbs 22:7) More and more my future was in someone else’s hands. 

 And I remember the day when Amber and I finally became debt free. By hard 
work, frugality, and much good fortune, we had made our last student loan 
payment months ago. And now we had sold our house in preparation for moving 
to a place called Farmville. I missed my house and the happy memories it hosted. 
But in some ways I have never felt as relieved and free as that moment. 

 My story is not terribly unique. This year the combined personal debt of all 
Americans reached a new high of $13 TRILLION. Imagine a million dollars and all 
that you could do with it- now multiply that million by another thirteen million. 
That’s how much debt we have as individual Americans. If you haven’t already, I 
want you to experience the same financial freedom that I’ve found and the 
spiritual gifts this freedom brings- the freedom and joy in giving generously 
without worry that there won’t be enough, the freedom to work because you’re 
called to it and you care about it rather than bound to it. If you long for financial 
freedom, will you consider participating in Financial Peace University with us 
beginning this month? You will find more information inside this newsletter. 

Yours in Christ, 

-Pastor Steve 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
We returned to our regular worship 
schedule last Sunday, and will 

continue as normal, with both worship services being 
held in their respective worship areas. Praise & Worship 
at 8:30am in the Joyner Chapel, Traditional Worship at 
11:00am in the Sanctuary, and Sunday School at 10:00 
in the Education Wing, and other areas of the church. 

 
 
 

AWAY DAY GROUP  
At the last gathering of the Away Day 
Group, they traveled to the Refuge for 

tour led by Sammy Hudson.  
Our next gathering will be Wed. Oct. 3, BINGO.  If you 
have anything that can be used for prizes, please drop 
them off at the office.  
 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY MEN’S 
STUDY GROUP CONTINUES! 

Please make the time to come and bring a friend. Bring 
your Bible.  I look forward to seeing all of you Tuesday 
night at 7:00 at Farmville United Methodist Church, in 
the Church Parlor.   God Bless, Todd 

 
 

 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 WED. SEPT 9 7:00 

The Chancel Choir will begin 
rehearsals on Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 

7:00pm in the Choir room.   We will be making plans for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas soon, we need your help!  
Can’t handle steps, we got you covered, we have a chair 
lift. Come join us for the fellowship meal, and stay a little 
longer for choir rehearsal, we have a lot of fun! 

 

 
 

 
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER ~ OCT. 14th 
Rise Against Hunger (formally known as 
Stop Hunger Now) gets food and life-

saving aid to the world’s most vulnerable people, and 
works to end global hunger in our lifetime. FUMC plans 
to package 10,152 meals on the afternoon of October 
14. Each meal costs $0.34 (increase of $.5). The total 
amount needed is $3,451.68. We have budgeted 
$1,000.00 for this project.  $2,195.68 has been raised 
(includes budget money). Please plan to attend this fun 
event to help package meals and please consider 
donating to this worthy cause!  Just indicate on your 
check or envelope “Hunger” and drop it in the offering 
plate. 
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CHARGE CONFERENCE 2018 

nearly here, and Charge Conference is 
upon us. Please mark your calendars 

for Thursday, October 4 at 7:00pm. We will gather at 
St. James UMC in Greenville for an hour of worship with 
leaders representing 11 area churches. We will also be 
electing the leaders of our own church for 2019. All are 
invited and encouraged to attend. Members of our 
administrative council are expected to attend. 

 
 

 
 
 
BACK PACK PALS FILL A PEW 

SUNDAY – SEPT. 30 
It’s real now – school is in session 

– thus time to start with our Back Pack Pals Ministry.   
We need donations of food and/or cash.  September 30 
will be Fill The Pew Sunday.  As usual you may bring 
food or make donation and I will shop for you.  Needs 
are individual servings of Mac & Cheese, spaghetti-os, 
ravioli, Vienna sausage, cereal, poptarts, fruit, 
applesauce, breakfast bars, pudding cups, nabs, 100% 
juice boxes.  Please be sure all of these are individual 
serving sizes.  On behalf of the children we serve,  
thank you in advance.  

 

 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE 
UNIVERISTY – SEPT 12 
Dave Ramsey, a faith-
based, nationally 
acclaimed author and 

presenter has helped thousands of Americans escape 
from debt and reclaim control over their own financial 
lives. Odds are, you personally know someone who has 
benefited from his teaching. Farmville UMC is excited to 
make his program available to you through a 9 week 
program beginning September 12.   
This course will explore a wide range of topics around 
family and personal finances with a special emphasis on 
getting out of debt. There will be a cost for materials 
which we anticipate being around $100. We anticipate 
scholarships being available for FUMC members, and 
the more people participate, the less we will pay for 
materials. Please don't let the upfront fees discourage 
you from a life of financial freedom.  
Invite your friends and neighbors and please contact 
David Monroe or Pastor Steve through the church 
office if you are interested.  

 



 

FUMW will meet on the third Monday, 
September 17, 2018 at 7:00.  All women 
in our church are invited. 
Our guest speaker will be Janet 

Heath.  She will give us information about the Farmville 
Soup Kitchen. 
Thanks to all who helped feed 60 students from the 
Refuge breakfast and lunch and also thanks to all the 
Meals on Wheels volunteers. 

 

As MYF starts a new school year, we are 
excited about things to come. We happily 
welcome in our three newest members: 
Addison Kingrey, Megan Williams and 

Lyndsey Kachman. We started off our new schedule with 
a parents meeting, and our first MYF meeting on 8/26. 
We covered a lot of topics in both, and have great things 
planned for the year. Thanks as always for your 
continued support. 
 

 
 
The United Methodist Men monthly 
supper meetings will begin Monday, 

September 10.  All men of the church are Methodist 
Men.  Join us for good food and great fellowship! 
  
 

THE REFUGE “BARN RAISING” FUND RAISER 
OCTOBER 4 ~ 6:00PM 

 There is a sign-up sheet on the information desk if you 
would like to attend this fundraiser. There is no cost. The 
goal is to fill two tables, so 16 people.  Contact Dwayne 
Benfield (dkbenfield88@hotmail.com) for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
With people returning from 
vacations and school 

beginning, September brings more members of the 
congregation and visitors to our worship services. Join 
us for Food and Fellowship at 9:30 AM every Sunday to 
enjoy catching up with each other or meeting those 
people new to our church. A calendar will be beside the 
coffee pot for anyone who wants to volunteer to provide 
refreshments one Sunday morning. Please sign-up so 
we can keep this time of fellowship going throughout the 
year. 
 
    
     GLASSES FOR VETERANS  
Bring your old eye glasses to the 
church and place them in the 
basket near the Library door.  It doesn’t matter what 
shape they are in.  They can be used to repair other 
glasses.  Cindy parks will pick them up and take them to 
a place in Greenville for Veterans.  
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Sept. 7: Trey Fields, 

 Nancy Jessup, 
 Marion Stowe 

Sept. 9: Jimmy Evans 
Sept. 10: Chuck Johnson 
Sept. 15: Amy Pollard 
Sept. 24: Camille Edwards 
Sept. 25: Anne McGaughey 
Sept. 27: Sandy Tugwell 
Sept. 29: Pat Johnston 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Please Be In Prayer For… Rufus 
Cochran (health), Tracey Smith 
(health), Mary Allen (peace), Minnie 

Lee Winborn (health), Billy & Gray Baker (health), 
John Sherman (health), Jean Padgett, (healing), 
Wendy Little (healing), Janice Wilkerson (healing), 
Jackie Stevenson (healing), Laura Whitehurst 
(healing), Eric Thomas (recovery), Evelyn Stevens 
(health), Melody McKeel (healing), Bob Hodge, 
(healing), Johnny Asher Eastwood (healing), Jatha 
Jenkins, (healing), Andrew Parks (healing), Kristin 
Sanford, Logan Barnes (healing), Jean Price (healing), 
David Gay (healing), Anne McGaughey, (healing) 
Jilayne Erwin, (healing) Harriett Baker (healing), 
Family of Barbara Griffin (grief) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 6 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

ALL ARE NEEDED! 
 

 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1rbo9g8s5hdb/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=dkbenfield88@hotmail.com
http://umm.promoshop.com/default.aspx
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USHERS/GREETER 

 8:30am Praise & Worship 

Sept. 2: Dwayne Benfield 

Sept. 9: Robert Heath 

Sept. 16: Randy Erwin 

Sept. 23: Mary Anne Pennington 

Sept. 30: Mike Terrell (Combined) 

 

USHERS 

 11:00am Traditional Worship 

Sept. 2: Chuck Johnson 

Sept. 9: David Monroe 

Sept. 16: Garland Mozingo 

Sept. 23: David Stowe 

Sept. 30: Mike Terrell (Combined) 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Sept. 2: Rachel Patterson 

Sept. 9: Frank & Anita Powell 

Sept. 16: Emily M. Davidson 

Sept. 23: Dan & Ann Rogers 

Sept. 30: Combined Worship (No Flowers) 

  

ACOLYTES 

Sept. 2: Meghan Williams 

Sept. 9-30- Ushers 

   

SANCTUARY GREETERS 

Sept. 2: David & Mary Monroe 

Sept. 9: Garland & Connie Mozingo 

Sept. 16: David & Marion Stowe 

Sept. 23: Kirkie Williams & Girls 

Sept. 30: Dwayne & Kristi Bengfield  

 

WELCOMING GREETERS   

Sept. 2: Jean Allen & Kay Crossan 

Sept. 9: Brad & Tracie Durrett 

Sept. 16: Charles & Hassell Eason 

Sept. 23: Debra Evans & Margo Sherman 

Sept. 30: Tommy & Beth Hardy 

 

  

 

 

 

 

KID’S KORNER 

  8:30am Praise & Worship 

Sept. 9: Joy Fields 

Sept. 16: Julie Kingrey 

Sept. 23: Teresa Parent 

Sept. 30: Joy Fields (Combined) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 11:00am Traditional Worship 

Sept. 9: Brad Durrett 

Sept. 16: Mae Dunn 

Sept. 23: Pastor Steve 

Sept. 30: Joy Fields (Combined) 

 

NURSERY – INFANTS TO AGE 5  

Sept. 2: Mary Monroe 

Sept. 9: Paula Tugwell 

Sept. 16: Kirkie Williams 

Sept. 23: Margo Sherman 

Sept. 30: Brad & Tracie Durrett 

  

Statistical Report for August 2018 

Ave. Sunday School Attendance ------------ 28 

Ave. Worship Attendance ----------------- 66 

Ave. Offerings ------------------- $2,656.75 

Need to Date ------------------ $171,355.04 

Raised to Date ----------------- $164,292.27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FILL -A-PEW  

FOR BACK PACK PALS  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
 



 

 
 
      Kidõs Page 
      September 2018  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AWAY DAY GROUP 

Country Doctor’s Museum  



 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8:30am Praise & Worship 
9:30am Fellowship & Refreshments 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
NO YOUTH 

Labor Day 
Office Closed 

7:00pm  
Men’s Group 

10:00am Away Day 
6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 

 

7:00pm  
Sober Life 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
8:30am Praise & Worship 
9:30am Fellowship & Refreshments 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
6:00pm Youth Regular Meeting 

Promotion Sunday 

7:00pm  
UMMen 

7:00pm  
Men’s Group 

6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm  
Sober Life 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
8:30am Praise & Worship 
9:30am Fellowship & Refreshments 
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
5:00pm SPRC 
6:00pm Youth Regular Meeting 

7:00pm 
 UMWomen 

7:00pm  
Men’s Group 

6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Financial Peace 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm  
Sober Life 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8:30am Praise & Worship 
9:30am Fellowship & Refreshments 
10:0am Sunday School 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
6:00pm Youth Regular Meeting 

7:00pm 
Admin Council 

7:00pm  
Men’s Group 

6:00pm Fellowship Dinner 
7:00pm Financial Peace 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm  
Sober Life 

 

  

Combined Worship      30       
10:00am Sunday School 
11:00am Combined Worship 
12:00pm Covered Dish Luncheon 
6:00pm Youth Regular Meeting 
Fill-A-Pew for Back Pack Pals 

      


