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Our Living Nativity will be presented Dec. 19 & 20, at
6:30-8:30pm . Everyone is invited to come and witness

this living call to journey with the shepherds, angels and Clqristmasé ;

wisemen to worship Jesus Christ. Come and See!!

It takes a lot of people in order to make our live nativity
possible. HELP for Nativity Scene set up (Sat., Dec. 12th
at 1:00) and breakdown (Sat., Dec. 26th at 1:00). Please
consider helping on either Saturday the 19th or Sun  day
the 20™ so we can continue to offer this wonderful gift to our
community. There is a sign up sheet insert in the

newsletter, fill it out bring it to church with you and drop it in
the offering plate. There are also sign up sheets on the table
in the narthex. Thank you in advance for helping make our
Live Nativity a success.

We are doing something new to invite people to be

a part of our Christmas celebrations. We'll be
passing out bookmark candycanes at the

community Christmas events going on around town.
Can you help hand some out at the town Christmas
parade? Will you take some to your neighbors and
co-workers? This helps us make one-to-one personal
invitations. Our prayer is that the people around us
who need Jesus this Christmas will be effectively
invited to come and see why we celebrate!

Join the fun Thursday, Dec. 17.
We'll be meeting at the church at
5:30 P.M. This will allow us to
minister to those who are shut-in or
have trouble getting out and about.
Please submit the names of those
you would like us to visit to Sheldon
Letchworth by December 16th so
that we can plan our

route accordingly. We'll return to
the Church for some heart-warming
Christmas-time refreshments. See
Janet Clontz if you'd like to bring some refreshments.

One of the most special services of our
Christian year is the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Service. This
service will feature the Christmas
story, Christmas music, a special
communion service, and closes
with a special carol-filled
candlelight moment. We will have it at
7pm- plan now to make this special
service a key part of your Christmas.
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Our worship services at both 8:45am and 11am will
feature messages every Sunday through the Christmas
season looking at “Come Home for Christmas”- coming
home to a spiritual renewal at the foot of Jesus. We will
have the children present special music on Dec. 13" at
the 11am service, and the Choir will present their
Christmas Cantata on Dec. 20". Come and be a part of
this meaningful season- and bring a friend with you.

The Farmville Central High School National Honor
Society is collecting TOYS FOR TOTS.
They have asked for our help. If you
would like to help make a child’s
Christmas brighter , please bring a
new, unwrapped toy (or monetary
donation, they will do the shopping)
and place it in the box on the bench
outside the office by December 14. The need is greater
than ever this year, we can make a difference! Thank
you for your support!
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Our Church Nurture and Prayer
Ministry meets each Tuesday morning
at 7:00am and on Wednesday afternoon
at 5:30pm. It lasts about thirty minutes.
Plenty of time to get to work on time
on Tuesday mornings, and to be on
time for our Wednesday night
supper in the fellowship hall. Please coma and share
this special time of prayer and witness. We all need a
quiet time to thank God and pray for our church and
community. There are so many needs and hurts in our
world today; we need to ask God for guidance. Please
come, we need to be a praying church.

This year during the month of

December, we will have an “Angel

Box” instead of our usual grocery

cart. Please bring non-perishable

foods and can food, especially

food children enjoy. Peanut butter,
jelly, pudding, cheese & mac, etc. Other items that do a
long way are dried peas, butter beans, rice and noodles.
Anything you would enjoy these families will like also.
this food will be given to the community Soup Kitchen,
the Farmville Benevolent Ministries and any needy
family. There are so many need this year. Please give
all you can. | truly thank you for your caring spirit.

Blessings, Eloise Carraway
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You should have an Advent Offering

Folder by now. If you do not, please call

the church office. The Ushers are handing

them out during the worship services in order to save on
postage. If you would like another folder or a folder for
your children, there are some on the desk in the hallway
near the Fellowship Hall.

Please return your folder on or before Sunday,
December 20, and of course, you may simply contribute
by means of a personal check on that day (specifying
“Advent Offering”).

This offering provides a means for us to have some
flexibility in the months ahead to support special mission
needs and to sometimes respond to unexpected natural
disasters, etc. The entire amount raised goes to
missions. Thank you for your generous gift in the name
of the One who gave all for us.

It is time to order Poinsettias for the

Poinsettia Tree that will be in the

narthex Dec. 13 & 20. There will be a
bulletin listing the names in memory or in honor of on
Sunday, Dec. 20. You may take your poinsettia home
with you after the Christmas Eve Service.(See insert)

Fill out a signup sheet and drop it in the offering plate.
The cost is $6.00. We need at least 75 (we only have
22) poinsettias to fill our tree. Please order your
poinsettia as soon as possible.

| would like to thank each lady in

our church for helping make the

Holiday Helper event a big

success. We could not have

done it without your help. Thank

you also to those who donated
items for the Silent Auction. We really had many items to
bid on and thank you again. Of course the White
Elephant Table had many good bargains and thank you
for donating to that table. | just had a great team: Delane
Fuquay and Nancy Jessup with getting the pictures and
news out about H.H.; Marion Stowe for doing a
wonderful job with the Silent Auction, Decorations, and
White Elephant Table; and Food Lion who was very
gracious in loaning us the shopping baskets for easier
shopping. We made about $3700, but I'll let you know
the exact amount in the January newsletter. The money
will be used for local missions.

The Holiday Season is here and we have many
things going on in our church: Circle 11l will be having
their Christmas Party on Dec. 14™ at 6:30 PM at the
home of Delane Fuquay with Nancy Jessup as co-host
and Circle IV will also have a party, but the date has not
been set.

Thank you ladies for all you do for our church and
remember it takes everyone. | hope you and your family
will have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Please remember to take Christmas Decorations down
after Christmas as Jan. 3, 2010 will be starting a New
Year.

In Christian Love, Darlene Gaynor, UMW President
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would like to thank the individuals of the
church whose generosity made it
possible to make and ship 22 shoe boxes
for Operation Christmas Child." The
Dec. Kids Kingdom is Dec. 6 at 4pm
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| know | must not be the only one who can't
believe it's Christmas time already. | suspect those of
you with young children are not having this problem, but
the rest of us are wondering where the summer went!

| think I've found the “secret” to getting into the
spirit (and everyone knows this secret already) — looking
at it through the eyes of a child. One simple way to
embrace the Christmas season is to read children’s
Christmas stories. | just read Mary’s First Christmas by
Walter Wangerin, Jr. — which has Mary telling the
wonderful birth story to Jesus on his 5th birthday. Check
out the library for this and other stories to help you enjoy
this special time of year.

| hope you all find a way to celebrate this
birthday of Jesus in your own meaningful way.

Nancy Wilson (Jablonski) Church Librarian
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Dec. 18 — Trace Baker
Supper Meeting, Dec. 14 at Dec. 21 — Mary Allen
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Dec. 24 — Edna Hobgood
Come join our group, bring a Dec. 25 — Player Eason
. friend. You will experience Dec. 26 — Mary Leah Williamson
great fellowship and good food. Dec. 30 — Tyson Warren

If you would like to participate by

making a monetary donation

toward a gift for the church staff,

please do so by your contribution

to Mike Tugwell our Administrative Council
Chairpersons, or send it to the church office.
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Congratulations to......
Beth Hardy. Beth was named Teacher-of-the Yea r
at H. B. Suggs.

Christian Sympathy to....

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Fields and Family on the deat
of her father, Tommy Vick, who died Nov. 7, 2009
...the family of Iris Roebuck, who died Nov. 9, 200 9.
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Dear Ladies,

Thank you for the meal you prepared
for our family and friends in our time
of sorrow. We appreciated your
generosity and support. It was all
good and the desserts were a plus!
God bless each of you.

Kent and Elizabeth Roebuck

Dear Church Family

Thank you for the cards, flowers, food and your prayers
at the time of Daddy’s illness and death. We appreciate
your care and concern during this difficult time. We are
blessed to have a great church family.

Love, Joy and family
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Dec. 3 — Jamie Cleveland -
Dec. 4 — Garland Mozingo, Sr. .
Dec. 7 — Jacob Ashorn This

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

8 — Delane Fuquay

13 — Ann C. Rogers

14 — Bert Warren, Sr.

15 — Bert Hart, Walter Jessup
16 — Cindy Parks

17 — Cody Fuquay

Birthdays

........ Tracey Smith, Sylvia Paschal,
David Parker, Tommy Bullock, Etna
Lewis, Alfred Lewis, Horace Allen,
Rufus and Evangeline Cochran, Perry
Harper, Clark Blackburn, Brenda and
Daniel Purser, Delaney Hudson,
Linda Gayhardt Margaret Wilson, Nandra Talton,
Dorothy Talton, Michael Thigpen, Louise Lewis, Donna
Howard, Billy Modlin, Larry Cochran, Gerald Brown,
Lewis Clark, Ken Wainwright, Bailiegh Carlene, Donnie
Holloman, Lula B. Bush, Nick Luper, Carlton Teel,
Blaney Parker, Kathryn Leggett, Jo Manning, Lynette
Williams, Haley Hiatt, Pam Adams, Peggy Harrell,
Aubrey Lewis, Melissa Thomason, Daisy Williams, David
Newton, Lewis Muldrow, Dylan Moore, Noel Baucom,
Martin Simonds, Peggy Sermons, Marshall Webb,
Joseph Barrow, Beverly Nelson, Churchill Lewis, Lucy
Jordan, Mildred Wainwright, Daniel Griffis, Michael
Lovic, Jane D. Brown, Sammy Hobgood, Lydia Byrd,
Cecily Satterthwhaite, Elaine Bullock, Melody McKeel,
Jeff Byrd, Margaret Stroud (Sister of Joyce Hardy) and
unspoken requests.
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You can begin at any point of the year: Just pick up on
today’s reading and go from there. To prevent the
frustration of falling behind, each month gives you 25
readings, giving you “free days” each month, to catch up
on any readings you may have missed.
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A Christmas Invitation from Pastor Paul...
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Do you remember when you've touched something that
gave you a jolt? | believe that is what we are beginning
to experience here- a true Christmas Revival- a Jolt from
God’s LiveWire, and | am inviting you to be a part of it!

Me First: When you want things to improve all around
you, the first thing that has to improve is you yourself.
That's what God has been telling me. God is calling me
to deeper, stronger & truer Love of Him in ways I've not
experienced in a long time. I'm experiencing REVIVAL!

In You: I hear people crying out to have our Church
grow in Spiritual depth, in commitment to God, in
Mission, in Prayer-life. There is a hunger in you that is
God-given and God-inspired. God is stirring in you as a
group, and | can see the fire lighting up in our hearts.

In the people around us: _When | spoke at the
community Thanksgiving service about God just waiting
for us to choose to Him for fulfillment and contentment,
the response has been striking. Hearts all around us are
hungry for God, and the freedom of life in Christ.

In our Future: God is calling to us. We are responding
now by praying together (see p.2). We're re-investing in
our Mission, praying about God’s calling, and studying to
see where God might lead us. Two books will help us:
“An Unstoppable Force: Daring to be the Church God
had in Mind” by Erwin McManus, and “Growing an
Engaged Church: How to stop ‘Doing Church’ and start
BEING the Church Again” by A.L. Winseman. This effort
will be led by a “Vision Team”, which you can sign up to
be a part of now. We'll begin meeting in January to help
guide the Church through this time.

| hear your stories of how God is moving in your lives. |
invite those who are experiencing this to not stop, and
don't settle- let God continue to work through you as we
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are all renewed. To those who want to experience this
for yourselves, hear the call: Let this Christmas season
be a time where you “Come Home” to Christ- turning our
whole lives over to God in a new and fresh way this
Christmas. Come and pray. We are just beginning this!

For those who are not in our church, come and see what
God is doing in our lives- catch a glimpse for what God
can do in you, too! We want to share it!

And everyone, keep praying for this Christmas Revival!

See inside for all of our Christmas Events!!

Coming in January...
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Sat. Jan. 9, hosted at the home of
Suzanne and Todd Edwards, 6pm. This
exciting new ministry is to strengthen the
marriages of the Church. More Details to
follow, watch the church bulletin!
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This is for everyone in the Church- an invitation to come
and get informed and excited about the possibilities on
how to strengthen and fulfill your passion for life alive in
the Church. This is the launch event for Laity University-
a new and absolutely engaging ministry being developed
by laity for laity* here in the Greenville District. This
event will be filled with worship, music, and details about
how Laity University will empower you through things
like ReThink Church, Empowering Worship, Appreciative
Inquiry Group-dynamics Training, and other workshops
being developed with you in mind. This will be 2:30-
4:30pm on Sat., January 30 ™ at St. James UMC'’s

Christian Life Center. Watch for more details.
(* “Laity” simply refers to all the people within the Church who are
not pastors.)
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