Thank you to all who helped with the Living Nativity,
were part of special Christmas music, handed out or put
together CandyCane fliers, went Caroling, were part of
any of our Christmas experience here at FUM and/or
who spread the Love of Christ at Christmas. You made a
difference! “The Church was my Christmas,” said one. “I
am so thankful you all have done this,” said another.
“This was so moving and meaningful,” even more said.
God used you to spread the Good News. Thank you!

If you have pictures, please get them to Pastor Paul or
post them online so we can all see them.
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This is for everyone in the Church - an invitation to
come and get informed and excited about the
possibilities on how to strengthen and fulfill your passion
and ministry in the Church. This is the launch event for
Laity University- a new and absolutely engaging ministry
being developed by laity for laity* here in the Greenville
District. This event will be filled with worship, music, and
details about how Laity University will empower you
through things like ReThink Church, Empowering
Worship, Having Healthy Conversations, and other
workshops being developed with you in mind. This will
be 2:30-4:30pm on Sat., January 30 ™ at St. James
UMC'’s Christian Life Center. Watch for more details.

(* “Laity” refers to all people in the Church who are not pastors.)

Our Church Nurture and Prayer
Ministry meets each Tuesday
morning at 7:00am and on
Wednesday afternoon at 5:30pm.
It lasts about thirty minutes. Plenty
of time to get to work on time on
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Tuesday mornings, and to be on time for our
Wednesday night supper in the fellowship hall. The
whole church is invited to this. Please come and share
this special time of prayer and witness. We all need a
quiet time to thank God and pray for our church and
community. There are so many needs and hurts in our
world today; we need to ask God for guidance. Please
come, we need to be a praying church.
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This new Couples’ fellowship ministry is launching in
January, and will continue throughout the year. The first
get-together is January 9, 6 PM, home of Suzanne and
Todd Edwards.

What we are not: 1) Marriage Counseling; 2) Group
sharing/public speaking; 3) Offering opinions or advise

What we hope to be: 1) A small group of young couples
enjoying dinner and fellowship with other Christians.

2) Getting to know young couples in our church better
and developing Christian friendships.

3) A re-charge to your walk with Christ.

An relax evening with fellow Christians:Priceless

To RSVP please call or email Cyndi Lauderdale (753-
7092, cynthia_lauderdale@ncsu.edu) or Suzanne
Edwards (753-7844, moyeedwards@coastalnet.com)
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord.
Psalm 100:1

Each week children’s choirs include a short meditation
and prayer for time to experience God'’s grace and grow
spiritually. Through singing and playing instruments
children can express thoughts and feelings about God,
self, and others.

Cherub Choir (3 years to 2™ Grade)
meets Wednesdays 6:00 -6:30.
Carol Choir (3rd grade and above)
meets Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:00.

Thank you parents for encouraging your children to
participate in making music to praise God.

Hope to see you there!
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Oh, sing to the Lord a new song, for
— \ he has done marvelous things.

Psalm 98:1,6.

TES We laugh together. We cry together.
C&\OW‘ &0 We learn together. We work

together. We sing together. We pray
together. We praise God together. We give of our time
and talents in service and praise to the One who gives
us so much.

Enjoy singing? Thought of trying choir? There are only
13 choir practices until Easter. Consider becoming a
part of the choir as we share God’s message in song.
Your presence is needed and will greatly enhance the
music ministry of our church.

Choir practice resumes Wednesday, January 6. Choir
practices from 7:00 - 8:00.

Consider giving and receiving a musical blessing.

meeting, Jan. 11 at 7:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Come join our
group, bring a friend. You will
experience great fellowship and
good food.
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Enclosed is your newsletter you will find the 2010 list of
officers which was approved by our Administrative
Council, and by our Charge Conference in October.

In addition to other names on the two pages, | hope
you will note the statement at the bottom of the page,
“There are many important positions in the church which
are not noted on these pages: Examples are: Sunday
School Teachers, ushers, choir and praise team
members, youth counselors and helpers, UMW circle
leaders, ect.”

Even though your name may not be on the list, you
have important work to do for the glory of Jesus Christ.
some of it is done by committees and designated
persons — but more often than not — ministry is done
through our daily living, work, witness, and prayer.

Our teacher and role model is Jesus who taught his
ambitious disciples that in the Kingdom of God:

“Whoever would be first among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of man also came not to be
served but to serve.” Mark 10:43-45
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“Everybody wanna to go to
Heaven, but nobody wanna go now.”
That line from a country song
makes me smile, but | expect it's what most of us think.
But why don’t we want to go now? What will Heaven be
like? What will we do there? Who will we see there?

The book Heaven by Randy Alcorn attempts to
answer these questions and many more. The
introduction says this book helps you “picture Heaven
the way scripture describes it . . . bright, vibrant . . . free
from sin, suffering and death, and brimming with Christ's
presence.” What a wonderful vision that is!

This book is given to the church library in memory of Joy
Field’s father, James Thomas Vick, by the New
Beginnings Sunday School Class. It also includes a
small group DVD to facilitate a Bible study on Heaven.

Nancy Wilson (Jablonski),
Church Librarian

Church-wide Soup & Sandwich--
Sunday, January 31st immediately
after the 11:00 service, the Youth will
be holding a Soup and Sandwich
Lunch fundraiser. Cost is whatever
you would like to donate. The Youth
have quite a few events scheduled
over the course of the year, so we are trying to get an
early start on raising the funds that will be needed. Your
help with this event and the others as they come up is
most appreciated. Remember, the Youth are not only
the Church of tomorrow, but they are also the Church of
today! Blessings.

Parent Meeting — Parents of Middle School and High
School youth, Sheldon would like to meet with you at
5:00 P.M. on Sunday 1/17/10 . This meeting will be to
discuss the plans for the upcoming year. Sheldon will
have copies of calendars available as hand-outs. This
meeting is designed to be informational and will not be a
detailed planning event. If we start promptly at 5:00, the
meeting should be over by 5:30 to allow time for
devotions with the Middle School Youth.

Kingdom will meet from 4
to 5pm on Sunday, January 24th.
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The following is the schedule for the Fellowship Dinners
for 2010:

Jan. 6: Covered Dish
Jan. 13: Youth
Jan. 20: UMMen

Mar. 31: Circle IV

Apr. 7: No Meal

Apr. 14: Praise & Worship
Jan. 27: Circle I Apr. 21: New Beginnings
Feb. 3: Circle IV Apr. 28: Vereen Class
Feb. 10: Praise & Worship May 5: Covered Dish
Feb. 17: New Beginnings  May 12: Youth

Feb. 24: Vereen Class May 19: UMMen

Mar. 3: Covered Dish May 26: Circle 11l

Mar. 10: Youth Jun. 2: Circle IV

Mar. 17: UMMen Jun. 9: Picnic

Mar. 24: Circle Ill

Thank you for accepting these assignments. Let me
know if there is a problem.
Irene Pollard

Dear Church,

We come to this new year thankful for all of you. We
have just finished our 2™ year here in ministry together
with you, and continue to grow to appreciate all the
blessings being a part of this Church. We appreciated all
the gifts of love and affection we received during the
Christmas season. Even more so, we appreciate the
love and devotion you all have for our Lord, for his
Church, and for the ministry we are privileged to be a
part of here at Farmville UMC. We truly love you all very
much, and are very blessed!

Pastor Paul, Holly, Bethany & Nathan

This is really a thanks for you::
Dear Paul,

Thank you so much for inviting me to preach at Farmville
on Sunday.

The members of your congregation were so warm and
hospitable. It was a joy to be a part of their worship
services. Thank you so much for church’s support of our
1K for 1Kid initiative for 2 of our kids!

Please keep the children and families we serve in your
prayers. If there is anything | can do for you in the future,
please do not hesitate to call.

My best,
Bruce E. Stanley, President/CEO
Methodist Home for Children
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Jan. 1: Carol Lynn Heath

Jan. 3: Brian Cleveland, Anita Powell

Jan. 5: David Stowe, Sr., Mike Wainwright
Jan. 6: Teraza W. Foster

Jan. 7: Louise Thomas, Hunter Walters
Jan. 10: Wes Mozingo

Jan. 11: Effie Corbett

Jan. 12: Todd Edwards, Charles Walston
Jan. 13: Leslie Brumbeloe

Jan. 15: Brent Allen

Jan. 17: Neil Simonds

Jan. 20: Randy Erwin, Etna Lewis, Anne Walters
Jan. 23: Gray Baker

Jan. 28: Elizabeth Hardy

........ Tracey Smith, Sylvia Paschal,
David Parker, Tommy Bullock, Etna
Lewis, Horace Allen, Rufus and
Evangeline Cochran, Perry Harper,
Clark Blackburn, Brenda and Daniel
Purser, Delaney Hudson, Linda
Gayhardt, Margaret Wilson, Nandra
Talton, Dorothy Talton, Michael Thigpen, Louise Lewis,
Donna Howard, Billy Modlin, Larry Cochran, Gerald
Brown, Lewis Clark, Ken Wainwright, Bailiegh Carlene,
Donnie Holloman, Lula B. Bush, Nick Luper, Carlton
Teel, Blaney Parker, Kathryn Leggett, Jo Manning,
Lynette Williams, Haley Hiatt, Pam Adams, Peggy
Harrell, Aubrey Lewis, Melissa Thomason, Daisy
Williams, David Newton, Lewis Muldrow, Dylan Moore,
Noel Baucom, Martin Simonds, Peggy Sermons,
Marshall Webb, Joseph Barrow, Beverly Nelson,
Churchill Lewis, Lucy Jordan, Mildred Wainwright, Daniel
Griffis, Michael Lovic, Jane D. Brown, Sammy Hobgood,
Lydia Byrd, Cecily Satterthwhaite, Elaine Bullock,
Melody McKeel, Jeff Byrd, Kathi Howell, Stan Vick, and
unspoken requests.
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The first FUMC Trustees Meeting for 2010 will be
Wednesday night January 20th at 7:00. Please make
every effort to attend. If you don't show up, we might
put you in charge!
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A January Challenge from Pastor Paul...
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Christians in Egypt are shot when they come to Church.
Christians in China face persecution if their church is not
“registered”. All over the world, it takes courage to be a
Christian. Is there something in your faith worth dying
for- or at least worth taking a stand for? In our nation of
ecclesial indifference, where polls show that people are
both more spiritual and yet less likely to be a part of
Church, now is the time for us to rise and shine, to unite
and proclaim that we have something worth standing for.

We are not like the bag of chips you purchase, where it
looks like one thing when you buy it, only to see that
when you open the bag it is filled mainly with stale air.
We are filled with the Breath of Life! We will not ‘Settle
during Shipping’! We know a God whose faithfulness is
rock-solid. We see the tragedies that life can throw at us-
loss of a loved one or job, our own failures and sins, a
world in gloom and despair, a culture that cares nothing
about what we do- and boldly proclaim a God whose
love transcends it all- indeed whose Love transforms it
all so that the old is gone and all that is left is new and
unblemished. We serve a Risen Savior who is in the
World today. We Love a Lord whose Strength bears us
up and whose Love will not let us go.

And so we come to the new year, ready as a Church to
face the future unafraid. We will not settle for anything
less than bold, passionate life together. We face
uncertain times- just as our neighbors and friends do
right now- with a life-transforming message of Hope.

It is easy to slip into irrelevancy. Church becomes a low
priority, and God even lower. We get so busy with just
living that the fire dims and the embers of our love for
God cools, and the world thinks we're just going through
the motions. And sometimes we do. We settle.
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Well, not this year. Not this church. Not this time. We will
not settle. God wants to walk close to us, make things
new for us, renew our passion. Renew our heart. God
wants us to label our lives: CAUTION: Contents Will
NOT Settle!

How about you? Are you committed to make 2010 the
year you renew your life before God? Here’s some tips
to make it happen:

Fall in Love with God for the first time.  Maybe you've
never really loved God, or listened for God. Maybe
church is something you do, not the sign of a faith-life
you'd be willing to die for. Then commit to God today-
God has committed to you. Simply ask God to take your
life, and come fresh to your heart, and God will.

Fall back in Love with God. How do you do this? Like
trying to rekindle the spark on any significant
relationship, you need to do the little things that re-
connect you: spend time together daily with God, watch
for the little things that make you thankful for God,
remind yourself of why you fell in love with God in the
first place, pledge to work on your relationship, and do it!

Make every day count for Christ - not just Sundays.
Here at Church, we will worship together, pray together,
forgive one another, inspire one another, reach out in
mission together, and change our world together-
because we mirror our Savior who calls us to worship,
pray, forgive, love and reach out in both his teaching and
our experience of Him in our lives.

For those who are not in our church, come and see what
God is doing in our lives- catch a glimpse for what God
can do in you, too! We want to share it!

God Bless you all, Pastor Paul
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New Sunday School Class!!
Calling all children
3 years old - 5th grade
We've begun a new Sunday
School program for children,
with fun, interactive lessons
and memorizing a new bible
verse. The children will
receive rewards for bringing
their bible to church. And
we will be working on
memorizing the books of the
bible. All of which will help
them establish a strong
Christian foundation.
Sunday School begins at 10
am. We'll see you there!

Two Special Wed. nights!

On 1/13, we'll have Sammy
Hudson, the Director for “The
Refuge” from 6:35-7pm. He'll
introduce us to this multi-church
ministry right in our back yard.

On 1/27, we'll “Spark the
Vision” with Peg Aldridge.
She’s coming to help us launch
our Vision process for 2010 with
a special presentation for the
whole church, 6:30-8pm (note
the later time).




