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Wow. God’s Spirit was so powerfully present during our recent Easter
season, it was amazing. In the midst of our hectic lives, God broke in with
meaning and glory. In the face of tragic death, God reminded us he brings
triumphant Life. In the face of the cross, Resurrection. We have been
overwhelmed by the Hope and Life God brings us through Christ!

In the reflection moments though, my heart aches, “Who around us did we
not reach with this hope? Who is missing the transforming power we just
celebrated?” In the midst of these questions, | came across an article which
questions why we are losing ground with young adults®. (See sidebar.)

This call to impactful ministry fuels my fire- not just for young adults but for
all who can respond to the call. Evangelism is so much more than a
"church program" or committee work, but really is about a church filled with
people whose faith makes a difference in their lives and in the world, a
body of believers where the sacrificial life of Christ empowers mission,

ministry, proclamation and sacrifice in both the individual and the institution.

How do we impact those around us, reaching those who are missing?

Make sure your own faith is making a difference in your own life.

You cannot share something you don’t have. Is your faith making a
noticeable, life-altering, hope-inspiring difference in your life? If so, then let
it SHINE! If not, then seek God. Pray for God to make himself real to you.

Share your faith openly.

Speak Jesus’ name. Let Jesus be a natural part of your everyday
conversations. If you are saying “I'll live it, more than talk about it,” you're
only half right. Live it AND talk it. People will not know that it is God making
the different unless you tell them.

Engage people outside church.

“All my friends already go to church.” Then find new friends. Seriously. Get
out of your comfort zone and do things they're doing. There are plenty of
people right around you who are lost without Christ. Be creative- join a

! http://ww.churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leasf2008/260308_article.html

“Why We Are Losing Ground with Young Adults” ineading Ideas: the Lewis Center for

Church Leadershipby Marty Cauley.

The article referred to details
reasons people have avoided or
walked away from the church: The
perception that worship is
passionless. The lack of a clear
reason for church life. The
incongruity of spoken values and
lived values. Criticism of things of
little consequence like hair,
clothing or tattoos. They want to
do ministry rather than just watch
it- they desire to put their hands
where their hearts are.
“There is, however, hope,” it says.
“Christians can flourish in places
where the focus on spiritual
formation is sharp; where they can
worship with complete abandon in
services filled with symbolism and
depth; where [they] can tell their
own stories of how God intersects
their lives and be listened to;
where they are welcomed into
positions of influence and
responsibility and empowered to
live and lead boldly into the future;
where the vision is clear; and
where local mission and a global
vision seek to change the world.”
That is what we are
striving for here!

new group, pick up a new hobby,
rearrange your schedule, etc. Do
whatever it takes to let them know
you care about them and then
show the difference God makes! If
you don’t, they may never know
Him. Make a difference in just one
person’s life & it could change you.

We'll shape church life
around strengthening us
all as vibrant Christians,
including the new people
you bring in. This Hope of
Easter is not just for us- it
is for us to share.




It is just six short weeks until the big event. FUMC
Team is excited and delighted that our own Praise and
Worship Team will be providing entertainment throug h
spiritually uplifting songs on Friday night (May 9) from
10:00 to 11:00 PM (It is even free.). Be sure to put that date
on your calendar. Come early for the Survivor Walk (6:00
PM), find some good food at FUMC's tent  for your dinner ;
stay for the community wide Luminary Ceremony (9:00
PM), and hear our awesome Praise and Worship Singers.

Before that we do have a few other events:

1. Yard Sale on April 5 in the parking lot at Kue's
Pharmacy;

2. Soup and Sandwich Lunch after 11:00 AM worship
on April 6;

3. FUMC private luminary service on May 2 (Time to
be announced);

4. Perhaps one more event still in the making;

5. Continuing sale of purple bows and luminaries ;

6. Posting of walking calendar for the event. We really
want to hold true to the meaning of the event by
having someone from FUMC on the track at all
times. Those of you, who are night owls, think about
that time between 1:00 AM and 5:00 AM.

Thank you all for your support. It is wonderful to be in a
church of such loving, caring people. Pray for our
community coordinator, Lesa Williams. Lesais a
delightful woman whose cancer has just reappeared. She
will be having surgery to be followed by additional
treatments.

FUMC Relay for Life Team

FROM OUR CHURCH
LIBRARY.....

As we read through the Bible, we see stories of how
God uses ordinary people in extraordinary ways. How great
it is to be constantly reminded that the Kingdom of God is
not just for the rich and famous!

Twelve Extraordinary Women — How God Shaped
Women of the Bible and What He Wants to Do With You
by John MacArthur has been given to the library in
memory of Mary Frances Hall by the New Beginnings
Sunday School class. The author writes from both the Old
and New Testaments to show how God picked faithful
women from all walks of life — women who have trials,
tribulations and sometimes a past they weren't very proud of,
just like we do today. The God these women loved and
served is the same God we love and serve, and their stories
can work as building blocks for our own growing faith.

Thank you to the New Beginnings class for this gift.
I never had the chance to know Mary Frances Hall, but from
all I've heard from those that did, she was an extraordinary
woman herself.

Nancy Wilson, Church Librarian

April is here and we have many things coming up.
Mark your calendar and let's get ready to go:

Our second UMW District Mission Study is

Sat. April 19 ™ at Ware’s Chapel in
Washington , N.C. The topic is “Globalization”
with Katherine Self leading the study.
Registration is at 9:30 AM with light breakfast
items being served. The mission study starts at
10:00 AM and is over at 2:00 AM. Lunch is
included, but a donation to cover expenses is
welcome. If you can attend please give me a
call. We really enjoyed the first mission study
in Snow Hill with Nancy Harris, Eloise
Carraway, Pastor Paul and Darlene attending.
The third and last mission study this year

will be “Music and Mission” on Sat., May 3

at Jarvis Memorial UMC in Greenville. |
wanted to put this in the April newsletter since
itis May 3". Susan Eudy will lead the study.
“Girls’ Night Out” will be Monday, April 21
at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for all the
ladies in the church. We will be having a
wonderful speaker, Gloria Perry, and | know
you will enjoy hearing her. Jo Ann Lang will be
catering our meal so you know it will be
delicious. This is your night out, so be sure to
mark your calendar. Reserve your place by
letting me or Nancy Harris know by

Tuesday, April 15 i if you plan to attend.

rd

I would like to thank all of you ladies for helping when
you are called. Remember it takes everyone.

In Christian Love,
Darlene Gaynor

*** RSVP by April 15 " for Girls’ Night Out
Darlene (749-4816)
Nancy (753-6155)

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

The National Day of Prayer will be observed
on the Farmville Town Comons on
Thursday, May 1 at 12:00 noon. Various
individuals from throughout the community
will offer brief prayers and there wil be
special music. Please come and be a
supportive part of this day of prayer to God.
The Farmville Ministerial Association sponsors Farmville’s
National Day of Prayer.
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Operation Sharehouse

Thanks everyone for contributing to this program to

will be used to provide high-protein, dehydrated me

World. We are a caring and compassionate congregat  ion!
My Sunday school class filled up their Len

dollars and brought the money to our class in a big

Sharehouse. Thanks Ms. Winborn from Gracie, Gracen

STOP HUNGER NOW. Lent offerings are still coming
als for use in school feeding programs and orphanag

in. The money
es around the

ten box --$12.71. Ms. Minnie Lee Winborn saved pen nies and a few
glass jar. We counted it and decided to give the
, Molly, Madison, Easton, Cross, and Trace. See update on p.5

money to Operation

APRIL — FOOD OF THE MONTH — Meat (Spam, deviled ham , tuna, salmon, etc.)

GROCERY CART —let's fill it up!
You will notice that we now have our own “grocery ¢
has proved to be very successful, thanks to your ge

art” to place our canned goods in each week. This
nerosity. On February 27, | delivered 52 pounds of

ongoing project
food to the Food

Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina. Please continue to grab a can or box each Sunday and plac e it in our
grocery cart.

Outreach Soup Kitchen Serving Schedule

April 21, 2008 Pat Sumrell and Darlene

May 19, 2008 Diane Warren, Ann Joyner, and Minnie  Lee Winborn

June 16, 2008 Julie Warren and Nancy Harris

Special thanks to Sandra Parker and Connie Mozingo  for “filling in” at the Soup Kitchen in January; Sa ndra’s fried

cornbread was a treat!

1 K for 1 K Campaign

You will notice flyers on certain doors in the Fell
Methodist Home for Children in bridging the gap bet
sources. Our measurement chart indicates we have r

each of you to give a little for such a wonderfulc  ause.
Please continue to pray for and support Relay for L ife!

owship Hall and Sunday school wing. This campaign

ween the true costs of care (for 1 child) it receiv
eached $100 of our $1,000 goal. Thank you to the U nited Methodist

Women — Circle 3 — for your $100 donation and to th e Vereen Sunday School Class for your $200 donation

is to assist the
es from other

| challenge

Blessings,
Debbie Terrell, Outreach Ministries Chair

NATIVE AMERICAN
MINISTRIES SUNDAY

live- April 6
HETIL Breaking Barriers of History
Minisries and Culture

There are six Sundays in the year that a
conference wide offering is taken, and
Native American Ministries Sunday is one of
them. We support this mission through our Advent offering.
“Celebrating Native American gifts and contributions is the
focus of Native American Ministries Sunday. This
observance on the second Sunday after Easter is an
opportunity—through a special offering—to nurture mission
with Native Americans and provide scholarships for United
Methodist Native American seminarians.

A scholarship recipient said, “My hope for my children is to
know who they are as Native people, to know those core
values that were taught to them and to know God created
them and it's OK to be who God created them to be.” Thank
you! --Adapted from an article by Michelle Harvey
Erpenbach, Dakotas Connection

JOYFUL HEARTS

The “Joyful Hearts” will be on the road this month as we
travel to Warrenton on April 17 " Mary Lang Hunter,
daughter of Nellie Lang, has graciously agreed to give our
group a tour of this lovely historic town. She is picking out
several special landmarks for us to view including her own
home. Lunch will be at the Hardware Café on Main Street
in Warrenton which is located in a restored hardware store
that was built in 1907. We will depart from the church at 9:00
AM on the 17" and should return around 5:30 PM.

The deadline for signing up for this trip is April 11 "
Please call Nan at the church or Nancy (753-6155) to
reserve your place. If you are available to drive, please let
us know when you reserve your place.  The cost is $3.00
to help with gas expenses and the cost of your lunch. The
café serves reasonably priced specialty sandwiches, subs,
salads, hot dogs, hamburgers, desserts etc. Nancy has a
copy of the menu for you to view and copies will be placed
around the church.

If you couldn’t be with us last month, you really missed a
great and very informative program. Thank you to Julie
Warren for providing such a special time for the Joyful
Hearts.



Dear Fellow Members,

Welcome to spring! The Board of Trustees has been very busy with lost of maintenance issues around the church. We
have been pursuing everything from fairly major roof repairs, to lighting system and bulb updating. Jim Cleveland has done a
great job in getting us more energy efficient. Our Church building is now 35 years old, although it does not look its age.
Therefore, maintenance is becoming a bigger and bigger issue with every passing year. The Trustees need your help, both in
being our eyes and ears in identifying small problems before they become big ones, and in helping with minor repairs if you have
skills in those areas. The Trustees and their areas of focus are as follows:

AREA TRUSTEE

LIGHTING/ BULBS Jim Cleveland
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS WING Ann McGaughy
KITCHEN/ FELLOWSHIP HALL Gray Baker
PARSONAGE Horace Allen
CHAPEL/LIBRARY/OFFICES / CHOIR Todd Edwards

ROOM/ PARLOR/ BRIDE'S ROOM
SANCTUARY Horace Allen
EXTERIOR OF BUILDING Alton Bailey/Chuck Johnson
OUTSIDE STORAGE / LAWN Garland Mozingo
MECHANICAL ROOM Becky Mitchiner

There are some other things that we all can do to make things easier on everyone using the facilities after you and/or your
group. There are so many events and gatherings at our church, it is tough to keep up with. If you turn the thermostat up or down
in an area, please turn it back to where it was before you leave. If you turn lights on in an area, please turn them off before you
leave. If you make a mess, please clean it up. If you move furnishings for a meeting or gathering, please move it back to its
original place after your meeting. Please be conscious of not leaving items in the refrigerator that may not have a good chance of
being used in the near future. Please be conscious of not using up a great deal of ice, from the ice maker, if you know a big
group is coming in soon after you, because it takes a fairly long time to recover and refill. Please do not remove any items or
furnishings from the church without first checking with the Trustees. If you change the traditional storage location of any item
please inform the Trustees and/ or the typical users of that item. In short, please be respectful of the fact that many people use
this wonderful facility for the Lords work.

In closing, | have some good news to report. Through a very kind gift from two generous families in our church, we have
two new mahogany tables in the Parlor. These tables are a very manageable size and convertible in nature. They will help us
utilize the Parlor as a more flexible space. The tables will provide nicely for additional meeting space and even classroom space.
Until we can find appropriate chairs for the tables, we can easily bring chairs from the fellowship hall using the rolling chair carts.
They make it very easy to move large numbers of chairs fairly effortlessly. We also ask that chairs from the fellowship hall not be
left in the Parlor. This space should be left set up as the Parlor when not in use for other purposes. Thank you again to these
two families and to all of our church members for helping make our church facilities a better instrument for the Lord’s work.

Sincerely,

Todd Edwards
FUMC Board of Trustees



What a wonderful time of the year! | hope that all of you
had a chance to participate in the various activities and
events at church that led up to Easter Sunday. | felt each
service was alive with the presence of the Holy Spirit, and
| pray that you felt the same way. Isn’t it great to know
that we serve a Risen Savior! Let's try to hold that spirit
of Easter in our hearts as we get into the busy months of
April and May Dates to Remember:
Wed. April 2: Youth cooks spaghetti . Please be at
the church by 5pm if possible.
Sun. April 6: Please support the Relay For Life
Team'’s fundraiser lunch.
Sun. April 20: the Presbyterian Church will host a
community wide youth meeting. Time to be announced.
Sun. April 27: Conference Youth Rally Day in rocky
Mount. We will leave the church at 2pm. Bring money
for fast-food dinner. There is no admission.
In Christ,
Janet Clontz.

Our church has been asked to visit the patients during
the month of April and September at the Farmville
HealthCare Center each Sunday in April. A Sunday
school class has been assigned a Sunday this month, the
schedule for September will be made later. The visitation
time is from 10:00 to 10:30am each Sunday.  You are
encouraged to visit with and minister to the patients in
anyway that you feel would be a blessing to them They
would appreciate any effort you could make to encourage
them and lift their spirits. The Schedule is:

April 6 — Vereen Sunday School Class

April 13 — Kids and Youth

April 20 — New Beginnings Sunday School Class
April 27 — The New Sunday School Class

Thank you for sharing your Christian love.
Beth Hardy and Janet Clontz

NOTES

We would like to thank you for the outpouring of love our
family received during the recent tragedy we were forced to
face. Words cannot express the comfort that your actions
brought to us-believe us we have tried. All the acts of
kindness were greatly appreciated whether it was a word of
sympathy, cooking and cleaning for us, wearing the black
and gold colors of Justin’s beloved Jaguars or the numerous
other actions that helped us make it through the worst days
of our lives.

Please do not be sad in Justin leaving us. Even though
he was with only with us for seventeen short years he lived
everyday to the fullest while marching to the beat of his own
drum. We must trust that the Lord felt his work here on earth
was done and it was time for him to go home.

Love through Christ,
The Family of Justin Wainwright

FUMC Prayer Ministry

Thank you so much for putting me in the prayer list at the
church. It has been wonderful being remembered and
prayed for by friends of my childhood. It obviously helped
because | am now cancer free and am now getting on with
my life. Therefore, you can now take me off the list.

Thanks a bunch!
Celia Harris Joyner

The Roland Lang Scholarship is available for seniors
graduating from a high school located in Pitt County and a
member of the Farmville United Methodist Church and
plan to attend a school located in Pitt County. See Nan in
the church office for an application and return completed
applications to her.

UMMEN SUPPER MEETING Monday, April 14™ at
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING Wednesday,
May 7 at 7:00pm in the Library.

Operation Sharehouse Update:

2414 .
Y Our goal: 10,000 meals

raised enough for over 18,000 meals. However, we Know
that not everyone is akle to give extra right now. 10,000
meals has been set as our goal. Keep bringing them into the
church office. If you did not do the Lenten offering, use the

> So far: 7,586 meals.

When everyone in the church donates  next 30 days to do 80¢ / day (still less than 30¢/meal) to
. v 20¢{meal for the 40 days of Lent we feed hungry children. Bring in your offering by May 5. We
T~ ™% just finished ($24/person), we will have  will be packaging the meals Sun., May 18.




April 2: Stacy Warren
April 3: Ashley Matthews
April 11: Doug Henry

April 12: Harriett Baker
April 24: Paula Tugwell
April 21: Brandon Carraway

By reading from four separate places in the Scripture every
day, you should be able to better grasp the unity of the
Scriptures, as well as enjoy the variety of seeing four different
viewpoints.

You can begin at any point of the year. Just pick up on today’s
reading and go from there.

To prevent the frustration of falling behind, which most of us tend to
do when following a Bible reading plan, each month of this plan
gives you only twenty-five readings . With those “free days”, you
could set aside Sundays to either not read at all or to catch up on
any readings you may have missed in the past week.

April 22: Mary C. Moore M'ARK 1 FZOR. PSALMS JOSHUA
April 24: Billy Baker, David Baker, Alton Bailey % 111'8 1',1'17 2 1-2
. ) . 1:9-20 1:18-31 73 3-5
April 27: Beth Hardy 3 1-21-34 > 74 6-7
4. 1:35-45 3 75 8-9
5. 2:1-12 4 76 10-12
6. 2:13-17 5 77 13-14
7. 2:18-28 6:1-11 78:1-39 15-17
8. 3:11-19 6:12-20 78:40-72 18-19
9. 3:20-35 7:1-16 79 20-21
....... Iris Roebuck, Lola Joyner, 10. 4:1-20 7:17-40 80 22-23
Tracey Smith, John Talton, Sylvia 11. 4:21-41 8 81 JLZJLI;GES
Paschal, David Parker, Tommy Bullock, Eleanor Joyner, 12 51-20 9:1-12 82 1-3
Adelaide Harris, Ruth Teel, Lois Tyson, Kim Cotton, Etna 13. 5:21-43 9:13-27 83 4.5
Lewis, Horace Allen, Rufus and Evangeline Cochran, Perry 14. 6:1-13 10:1-13 84 6-7
Harper, Clark Blackburn, Donna Webb, Brenda and Daniel 15. 6:14-29 10:14-33 85 8
Purser, Delaney Hudson, Linda Gayhardt, Margaret Wilson, 16. 6:30-44 11:1-16 86 9
Sammy Hobgood, Nandra Talton, Dorothy Talton, Cecil 17. 6:45-56 11:17-34 87 10-12
Eason, Michael Thigpen, Michael Williams, Barbara 18. 7:1-23 12:1-13 88 13-15
Manning, Louise Lewis, Allen McGee, Dot Beard, James & 19. 7:24-37 12:14-31  89:1-18 16
Betsy Bonds, Mary Allen, Tommy Casper, Danny Vernelson, 32 gjilgl ﬁ'l o5 %90'19'52 1;'18
Mr. Mack, Doug Rice, Jean Ross, Rebecca Wilson, Donna 29 892.30 14:26-40 91 20-21
Howard, Billy Modlin, Irene and Randy Pollard and Mike and RUTH
Beverly Wainwright, Larry Cochran, Rachel Evans (daughter 23. 8:31-38 15:1-28 92 1
of Katie Hicks Evans) Clifton Manning Family (death of a 24. 9:1-13 15:29-58 93 2-3
daughter), Sandy Antonelli, unspoken prayer request. 25. 9:14-32 16 94 4
MARK 2 COR. PSALMS 1 SAMUEL
; 1. 9:33-50 1:1-11 95 1-2
;/:ﬁg;lt(grl;l BIBLE SCHOOL, JUNE 8-13 (see flyerin 5 10116 112.24 98 i
3. 10:17-34 2 97 6-8
4. 10:35-52 3 98 9—10
5. 11:1-11 4 99 11-13
6. 11:12-26 5 100 14
7. 11:27-33 6 101 15-16
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