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1 John 2

I love watching the old
Christmas shows that |
grew up with- Rudolph,
Frosty, Charlie Brown.
| think my favorite
might be “Santa Claus
is coming to town”
because of that song
they sing “put 1 foot in
front of the other” when the converted winter
warlock becomes a nice guy. One thing | had
forgotten about was how the special ends- it
shows people who dislike Christmas, finishing
with someone who says “How can you
celebrate Christmas with all the suffering going
on in the world?” The answer given was that
we need the spirit of giving that Christmas
brings even more in such a time. That answer

. ) i . he promised us.
is good, but misses the point, I'm afraid.

15 Do not love this world nor the
things it offers you, for when you
love the world, you do not have the
love of the Father in you. 16 For the
world offers only a craving for
physical pleasure, a craving for
everything we see, and pride in our
achievements and possessions.
These are not from the Father, but
are from this world. 17 And this
world is fading away, along with
everything that people crave. But
anyone who does what pleases
God will live forever.......

24 So you must remain faithful to
what you have been taught from
the beginning. If you do, you will
remain in fellowship with the Son
and with the Father. 25 And in this
fellowship we enjoy the eternal life

A word about the image you
see at top and left; it is from
a scene that came to my
mind during a Christmas
service. (I'll detail that for
you during worship this
Christmas.) This image
reminds us all that
Christmas’ meaning can
only really be seen in the
shadow of an empty tomb,
by way of the Cross. The
babe of Bethlehem gave his
life for us all, to give us life.
Praise be to God!

proclaim all the
stronger that our Hope
is beyond the ups and
downs of our
bankbooks, and that
there is a Peace on
Earth that needs no

It's true that people are hurting right now, in ways as a culture we
have not seen in decades. In the middle of a dark time, do we not need
Christmas even more? The answer for our times has got to me much
more than “cheer up”, because that seems so shallow. As | was
wrestling with “How can the Church provide Hope in these troubled
times”, | came across this passage from 1 John 2. Not necessarily the
first Christmas passage that comes to mind, but one that struck me as
a good message for us this Christmas. It reminds us that when we get
sucked into simply a pursuit of “things” we find an emptiness that we
are now experiencing as a culture. Looking for just the gratification for
today fails when today’s pleasures break down, or fail to satisfy. This
Christmas will bring that into focus for many, as people trim back on
everything that the holiday has come to mean.

The promise of Christ is so much deeper and richer and more
fulfilling than any deep stack of presents under a Christmas tree will
ever be. The world needs to hear that faith in Christ is like gold which
has been tested in the fire- a treasure that will not leave us when times
get tough. People of faith should look to this year as a chance to
trumpet the good news of Christmas. The Church needs to boldly

bailout.

Christ’s hope is real. That baby in
the manger came to give his life
that you would have a treasure in
heaven. Don't get so bogged down
with the generic holiday to miss the
Birthday of your Savior. Jesus is
the only real reason for “Joy to the
World!” We have special services
all month long, culminating with our
Christmas Eve worship.

Every Sunday features engaging,
relevant messages of Hope in
Christ. Worship is 8:45am in the
Chapel & 11am in the Sanctuary.

12/14, 11am: Children’s Program.

1221, 11am: Choir Musical.

Live Nativity! Sat. & Sun. 6:30-
8:30pm, on the church grounds!

Dec. 14, Caroling Hayride, 6pm .

Dec. 22 Mike's Farm hayride.

Dec. 24, NEW! 7pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Service.
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If you would like to participate by making a
monetary donation toward a gift for the church
staff, please do so by your contribution to Mike
or Paula Tugwell, our Administrative Council Co-
Chairperson s. or send it to the church office.

The next “Joyful
Hearts” event will be our
annual Bingo Night on Thursday,
January 15" at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship
Hall. That means it's time for all church
members to start cleaning out closets to
find those treasures to donate for us to use
as prizes. Beginning now you may give prize
items to Nancy Harris and Darlene Gaynor, or drop them
off at the church office. Small denomination gift cards
from local eating establishments are also needed for that
night. Thank you in advance for your help.
Nancy Harris

It is that time again to be

thinking about ordering

Poinsettias for the Poinsettia

Tree that will be in the narthex
December 14 and 21 . There will be a bulletin listing the
names in memory or in honor of on Sunday, December
22. You may take your poinsettia home with you after
the Christmas Eve Service.(See insert)

There is a sign up sheet insert in this newsletter, fill it
out bring it to the church with you and drop it in the
offering plate. There sheets on the table in the narthex at
the church. The cost is $6.00. We need at least 70
poinsettias to fill our tree, we have 40. Please order
your poinsettia as soon as possible.

Supper Meeting, Dec. 8 at
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Come join our group, bring a
friend. You will experience great fellowship and

good food.

ADVENT OFFERING

You should have received this
week the 2008 Advent Offering Coin
folder. If you did not receive one,

please call the church office. We are only sending one
folder to each family. If you would like another folder or
a folder for your children, there are some on the desk in
the hallway near the Fellowship Hall.

Please return your folder on or before Sunday,
December 23, and of course, you may simply contribute
by means of a personal check on that day (specifying
“Advent Offering”).

This offering provides a means for us to have some
flexibility in the months ahead to support special mission
needs and to sometimes respond to unexpected natural
disasters, etc. The entire amount raised goes to
missions. Thank you for your generous gift in the name
of the One who gave all for us.

Our Annual Live Nativity — will
take place on December 20
and 21. It takes a lot of people
in order to make our live nativity
possible. Please consider
helping on either Saturday

the 20™ or Sunday the 21 " so
we can continue to offer this
wonderful gift to our
community. There is a sign

up sheet insert in the

newsletter, fill it out bring it to
church with you and drop it in the offering plate. There
are also sign up sheets on the table in the narthex
Thank you in advance for helping make our Live Nativity
a success.

In Christian Love, Janet Clontz

We need all the help we can get
Saturday, Dec. 6 at 8:30, or
whenever you can get there. We

will need help with both the Live

Nativity set-up and the rescheduled

Fall Clean-up. There will be
something for everyone!!

Please also make note that this
Fall Clean-up will kick off the
adopt-a-bed program. Shortly
after the clean-up this Saturday, we will have a
professional come in to button things up. Then
approaching the holidays and beyond, we need
everyone to start keeping an eye on their respective
areas. Please also be aware that we still have
numerous areas available for adoption. For more
information on that, please call Todd Edwards (717-
5064).
Thanks, Todd Edwards, Trustee Committee Chair



Last January was my first letter for the Newsletter
and now it is December. We have had a busy year
attending and helping with the following: Joint Pledge
Service with both circles, World Day of Prayer, Three
UMW Mission Study Courses, Meals on Wheels,
Assisting with Methodist Children’s Home Foster Parent
Appreciation Event, Nursing Home Birthday Parties,
Bible School, Girls’ Night Out, Assembling flood buckets
at the , MERCI Center, Hosting Greenville District UMW
Brunch, Mother-Child Retreat at Camp Don Lee, District
Meeting in Kinston, Wesley Foundation Meals, Holiday
Helper Fundraiser, Officers’ Training in Hookerton, and
Hanging of the Greens.

| would like to thank all of the ladies in our church for
helping prepare food for the Holiday Helpers event which
is our annual fundraiser. We did have a few men who
helped fix food and | would like to thank them also. We
will be using the proceeds to fund local mission projects.
A special thank you goes to:

Marion Stowe: Decorations, Silent Auction, “New
to You” table

Nancy Jessup and Delane Fuquay: Publicity
Janet Clontz and Ashley Sutton: Outside
Decorations

Polly Galloway and Joy Fields: Food
Arrangement

Ann Joyner and Ann McGaughey: Cashiers

Alex and Mary Allen: Outside Sign

Everyone who helped Friday night and Saturday

Preliminary money totals appear to be good, but I'll
have the complete results in next month’s newsletter.
Thank you to all who helped make the “Holiday Helpers”
fundraiser successful.

I hope all of you will have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. God has been so good to all of us.
Thank you again for all you do for the church and
remember it takes everyone.

In Christian Love,
Darlene Gaynor

The Farmville Central High

School National Honor

Society is collecting TOYS

FOR TOTS. They have

asked for our help. If you
would like to help make a child’s Christmas brighter
please bring a new, unwrapped toy (or monetary
donation, they will do the shopping) and place it in the
box on the bench outside the office by December 12 .
The need is greater than ever this year, we can make a
difference! Thank you for your support!

Everyone in the church is invited to spend a fun-filled
evening at Mike's Farm in Beulaville on Monday,
December 22. We will leave the church at 5pm.  Our
hayride and light show starts at 7pm, followed by a
family-style dinner at 8pm. The cost is $24.04 for
adults, $16.73 for ages 7-11, and $13.08 for ages 3 -6.
Please RSPV to Janet Clontz (753-5977 or 531-8359)
by Wednesday, December 10. Any questions, call
Janet.

FROM OUR
CHURCH LIBRARY....

Welcome to the holidays — this
joyful time of year that excites
even the Scrooges and Grinches
that we know!

But we all need to remember with special
empathy those who have experienced the loss of a loved
one and whose grief is still fresh. Their holidays won't
seem so joyful. A Decembered Grief — Living With Loss
While Others are Celebrating by Harold lvan Smith is a
wonderful book to read if you are grieving, or to share
with someone who is.

The author uses quotes, scripture and his own
experiences as a grief counselor to help those who are
grieving still find hope and meaning during the season,
and to rely on the promise that the baby Jesus brought
to the world as he lived his life on the way to the cross.

My Christmas wish is that you all find meaning in
this most special season.

Nancy Wilson, Church Librarian

MHC Says to FUMC
“We Couldn’t Do it
Without You!”

Farmville U.M.C. was
recognized in a recent
Methodist Home for Children
“Spotlight” magazine article:

“MHC is delighted to report
recent activity for the “1K for 1
Kid” initiative. We especially
want to lift up Farmville
United Methodist Church in the Greenville District. They
committed to our campaign a few months back and raised
twice as much for the cause, sending us a $2,000 donation
in July. The enthusiasm of these wonderful folks is a great
first step in bringing “1 K" to the Greenville District.... Many
thanks to the volunteers who helped MHC throw a great
foster parent appreciation banquet ... May 8, 2008. Darlene
Gaynor and Nancy Harris of Farmville United Methodist
Church brought food and stayed to help serve our families.”



Elizabeth Borum has offered her 2-bedroom home
in the Villages for a week for 4 adults next

November to benefit LOCAL MISSIONS. This item
on our Methodist Women'’s recent Silent Auction
has been extended until NOON, DECEMBER 15,
2008. The bid sheet is on an easel in the
fellowship hall ---What a great way to help local
mission. Think Sunshine!

Nothing is more moving, more profound than
watching/listening to our children and youth tell the
Lord's story. That is what they will doing this Advent
season. 'Twas the Year Before Christmas is the old,
old story---that is always NEW. You will see and hear
prophesy from Isaiah; you will see Zechariah as he
receives the angel's message about John the Baptist;
and you will see Joseph and Mary as they accept their
individual roles in God's plan.

Sunday morning, December 14 ™ at 11:00 is the
time and the sanctuary is the place. You don't want to
miss this!

The Season of Praise is an especially tuneful, joyful
arrangement of old and new carols that will make your
holiday season more meaningful, more thoughtful, more
true. The choir has already enjoyed this work very
much, and we are looking forward to sharing it with you.
Readers from the congregation will frame the music with
contemporary readings expressing the wonder and
beauty of the greatest gift of all.

Chancel Choir will present The Season if Praise
on Sunday morning, December 21 ™ at 11:00, in the
sanctuary. Make your 2008 celebration of Jesus
complete---come share with us good music and
Christian fellowship---at Farmville UMC!

Bonnie Burnette, Music Director

Join the fun Sun., Dec. 14 as we
carol throughout the town at 6pm.
We'll be back to the church at 7pm
for Christmas Carols inside (for
those who want to sing without the
cold weather) and some heart-
warming Christmas-time
refreshments. See Janet Clontz if
you'd like to bring some
refreshments. Call the church
office if you know who would like to
have some carolers visit them.

One of the most special
services of our Christian
year is the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion
Service. This service will
feature Lessons and
carols, special music,
a meaning-filled
communion
service, and closes
with a special carol-
filled candlelight
service. We will have it at
7pm- plan now to make
this special service a key
part of your Christmas.

Some of you have mentioned that this evening is family-
time. You are right- and there is no better way for all of
your family- including out-of-town guests, small children
& even a crusty uncle or 2- to understand what part
Christ plays in your Christmas! Bring them all! It is Jesus’
birthday after all- be sure to include Him in the
celebrations you have planned for His birthday. |
promise you- it will be time well spent!! | suspect, this will
become a highlight for you of the entire church year.

The New Year is upon us - some

new years start early. One of those

is the Relay for Life New Year. |

actually began for Farmville in late

October with the community wide

kick-off soup and sandwich dinner.
Our church was represented by several people who
have been involved with relay since its beginning in
Farmuville.

It is time to form the FUMC team for 2009. A
CHAIRMAN IS NEEDED. Those who have served in
the past are willing to be involved but a leader needs to
step forth.

Please volunteer. Anyone interested may speak with
any past leader or participant. The job is rewarding and
can be a lot of fun.



Dec. 3: Jamie Cleveland
Dec. 4: Garland Mozingo
Dec. 6: Ruth Teel
Dec. 7: Jacob Ashorn
Dec. 8: Delane Fuquay

Dec. 9: Scott Johnson

Dec. 13: Ann Cleveland

Dec. 15: Bert Hart, Walter Jessup, Cindy Parks

Dec. 17: Cody Fuquay

Dec. 18: Trace Baker

Dec. 21: Mary Allen

Dec. 24: Player Eason, Edna Hobgood

Dec. 25: Happy Birthday Jesus!

Dec. 26: Mary Leah Williamson

Begin today! Just pick up on today’s reading and go from
there. To prevent the falling behind, each month of this plan
gives you only twenty-five readings.

New Testament Old Testament

JOHN REV. JOB HOSEA
1. 14:1-14 1:1-8 23 1-3
2. 14:15-21 1:9-20 24 4-6
3. 14:22-31 2:1-17 25-26 7-8
4. 15:1-8 2:18-29 27 9-12
5. 15:9-17 3:1-13 28 13-14
6. 15:18-27 3:14-22 29 JOEL 1
7. 16:1-11 4 30 2-3
8. 16:12-24 5 31:1-23 AMOS 1-2
9. 16:25-33 6 31:24-40 3-4
10. 17:1-5 7 32 5-6
11. 17:6-19 8 33:1-11 7-9
12. 17:20-26 9 33:12-33 OBADIAH 1-21
13. 18:1-18 10 34:1-20 JONAH 1-4
14. 18:19-27 11 34:21-37 MICAH 1-3
15. 18:28-40 12 35 4-5
16. 19:1-16 13 36:1-15 6-7
17. 19:17-27 14 36:16-33 NAHUM 1-3
18. 19:28-37 15 37 HABAKKUK 1-3
19. 19:38-42 16 38:1-21 ZEPHINIAH 1-2
20. 20:1-9 17 38:22-41 3
21. 20:10-18 18 39 HAGGAI 1-2
22. 20:19-23 19 40 ZECHARIAH 1-5
23. 20:24-31 20 41:1-11 6-9
24. 21:1-14 21 41:12-34 10-14
25. 21:15-25 22 42 MALACHI 1-4

MATTHEW ACTS PSALMS GENESIS

1. 1:1-17 1:1-11 1 1-2
2. 1:18-25 1:12-26 2 3-4
3. 2:1-12 2:1-21 3 5-8
4. 2:13-23 2:22-47 4 9-11
5. 3:11-12 3 5 12-14

Don't forget to link your Food Lion MVP Card to the
church. Do it online, or just give your 12 digit MVP card
number to the church office. We need 25 cards to sign
up before it kicks in, so do yours today.

....... Iris Roebuck, Lola Joyner,
Tracey Smith, John Talton,
Sylvia Paschal, David Parker,
Tommy Bullock, Ruth Teel, Lois
Tyson, Kim Cotton, Etna Lewis, Horace Allen, Rufus and
Evangeline Cochran, Perry Harper, Clark Blackburn,
Brenda and Daniel Purser, Delaney Hudson, Linda
Gayhardt, Margaret Wilson, Nandra Talton, Dorothy
Talton, Cecil Eason, Michael Thigpen, Barbara Manning,
Louise Lewis, James & Betsy Bonds, Mary Allen, Danny
Vernelson, Mr. Mack, Doug Rice, Jean Ross, Donna
Howard, Billy Modlin, Irene and Randy Pollard and Mike
and Beverly Wainwright, Larry Cochran, Gerald Brown,
Lewis Clark, Bonnie Burch Hicks, Blake McKeel, Ken
Wainwright, Mildred Wainwright, Bailiegh Carlene,
Donnie Hollman, Pat Jones, Lula B. Bush, Nelson
Franklin, Nick Luper, Carlton Teel, Clifton Manning,
Blaney Parker, Gina Langston, Kathryn Leggett, Jordan
(Jo) Manning, Lynette Williams, Haley Hiatt, Pam
Adams, Peggy Harrell, Aubrey Lewis, Melissa
Thomason, Daisy Williams, unspoken prayer request.

We celebrate & pray God’s Blessings for the birth of
Alexandrea Lea Annis, daughter of Lindsay & Jay Annis.
The proud grandparents are Walter & Nancy Jessup.

May the love, joy and hope of Jesus Christ radiate in
your love this Christmas. May each of
you have a prosperous and
healthy New Year!
Pastor Paul, Nan,
Bonnie, Drucilla, Bill,
John, and Jean
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