
 
 
 

    CELEBRATING 
           Our Partnership in the Gospel of  

         Jesus Christ 
The Newsletter, A Publication of the Farmville United Methodist Church, October 2011 

 
 
Greetings, and may God’s grace and peace be with you! 
 
Like many of you, I so enjoy hearing and sharing ‘good’ stories.  So many times, we can see ourselves in them (although 
at times we may wish that we didn’t)!yet, they can cause us to think, laugh, shake our heads, and afterwards even reflect 
upon the moral of the story!   So, I have one to share with you today, which is one of my favorites!   
 
The story goes!.  
A person carried two large pots on the opposite ends of a long pole across their back.   
Daily, the carrier would make a long walk from their home to a stream to fetch water, and then make the long slow walk 
returning back home.   
 
While one of the pots was perfect and consistently delivered a full portion of water upon the carrier’s return 
home!.unfortunately, the pot on the other end of the pole  developed a crack, leaked out, thereby arriving only half full!    
 
Working to capacity, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishment but the cracked pot was ashamed of its imperfection.  
It felt miserable that it only accomplished half of what the other pot could. 
 
After years of consistent failure, the cracked pot mustered up enough courage and spoke to its water carrier saying, “I am 
ashamed of myself.  I want to apologize to you.”  “Why?” asked the water carrier.  “Well, the other pot delivers all your 
water!yet I only deliver  h alf of my load because of the crack in my side!it leaks, and my flaw makes you work extra 
hard” said the pot. 
 
The water bearer smiled and replied to the cracked pot, “Have you never noticed the flowers on your side of the path?  
There are no flowers on the other pot’s side!only on yours!   See, that is because I have always known about your flaw, 
and so I planted flower seeds on your side of the path.  Every day, while we walked back slowly from the stream, you have 
watered them and helped them grow.  For two years I have been able to pick those beautiful flowers to decorate my table.  
Without you being the way you are, I would not have this beauty to grace my home!” 
 
Cool story, with so much insight!  You know, each of us has our own unique cracks and flaws (I certainly do!!).  Yet, it is 
those very cracks and flaws which makes us different from one another, and thereby interesting and useful in various 
ways to the Lord and each other.   
 
The thing is, as God is our Creator and carrier, God has always known of our cracks and flaws!yet loves us just as we 
are and sees the good within us!and so uses us in ways we may not even be aware of —to God’s purpose and glory! 
We are reminded by Paul in Romans 8:28, “We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who 
are called according to his purpose.”    
 
So let us not compare ourselves with others!but appreciate one another for who we are, what gifts we have, and look for 
the good in all!because, I guess in a way!.we’re all “cracked pots”, huh?   
 
To God be the glory!  
 
Pastor Bill 
 
 
 
 
 



 
    
 
 There are six Sundays in the year that a conference wide offering is taken, and World 
Communion Sunday is one of those days. World Communion Sunday is October 2.  
Impacting a life, church, community and nation at one time is no easy task. However, the World 

Communion Sunday offering does just that by nurturing students to lead, today and in the future. 
        World Communion Sunday gives Christians a time to share in the sacrament and then to serve God through 
scholarships for U.S. (racial-and ethnic-minority) and international students.. These scholarships enable people from 
around the world to serve and lead in their home churches and communities by making higher education a reality. Ethnic 
scholarship recipients study in a wide variety of fields: family pastoral care, Christian-Muslim relations, clinical psychology, 
peace and governance, crop production, law and more. 
        Fifty percent of the offering goes to World Communion Scholarships (formerly known as Crusade Scholars) of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. This program provides scholarships for students of mission partner institutions in 
advanced studies (master’s or doctoral) preparing them for leadership in church and society. Priority areas of mission 
include elimination of poverty, expansion of global health, leadership and congregational development. We can make a 
difference for the future by preparing and nurturing the students of today. World Communion Sunday is integral to making 
a difference.  We will be taking a special offering Sunday October 9.  Please indicate on your envelope or check 
“World Communion” and drop it in the offering plate. 
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Our Charge Conference will be 
held Thursday, October 27 at 
7:00pm at the Bethel United 

Methodist Church with other churches.  We will begin 
with worship in the sanctuary and then go to class rooms 
where each church will have an opportunity to address 
administrative matters.    Our Greenville District 
Superintendent, Rev. Beth Hood will lead the 
conference.  If you are a member of the 
Administrative Council, you are a member of the 
Charge Conference and should attend.  All other 
members are invited to attend.   
Persons responsible for making  reports are Lay 
Leader, Board of Trustee Chairperson, Finance 
Committee Chairperson, and, Staff Parish Relations 
Committee Chairperson.  Please call the church office 
if your have any questions. 
 

 
 
 
 
Beginning in September a 
Fellowship-Refreshment time 
started being held in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings following the 
8:30am Service.  This is an opportunity to meet new 
members of our church, greet visitors, and talk with 
members who attend a different worship service or 
Sunday School class. Attend the 11:00 service? Come a 
little early before you head to Sunday School and enjoy 
refreshments along with great conversation. 
       If you enjoy the refreshments and fellowship, please 
sign up to bring food to share. A calendar for signing up 
will be beside the coffee pot each Sunday.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To best serve our fellow members that are 
in need of handicap parking spaces, and 

access of to the loading zone (No Parking).  Please be 
mindful of these spaces during Church functions 
(worship service and fellowship dinner).  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter.  

 
 
 
PSALM 100:1-2 Make a joyful noise 
to the Lord, all the earth!  Serve the Lord 

with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!”   
Choir practice Wednesday at 6:15 for children – 3 years 
to 5th grade at 6:15pm and following  our Kids Corner in 
the 8:30am Praise and Worship Service, 3rd through 5th 
grade children are invited to go to Children’s Choir in the 
choir room.  Parents my pick up their child/children after 
the service.  
        Adult Choir at 7:00pm on Wednesdays.  We 
welcome our new member, Dan Rogers, and there is 
room for more. Come join us, we have a lot of fun. 

 
 
 

FLOOD BUCKETS ARE IN 
GREAT NEED  

There is an immediate need for 
flood buckets, due to the large 
numbers of flood buckets being 

sent to hurricane victims. The stock of flood buckets 
need to be replenished so we can continue responding 
to flood victims.  The cost to fully assemble a flood 
bucket is $50.00.  If you wish to help, please use one of 
the envelopes on the back of the pew, or simply indicate 
on your check “Flood Buckets” and drop it in the offering 
plate. I will purchase the supplies and assemble the 
buckets.  Thank you, Eloise Carraway. 
 



       
 

 
October 15th from 7:00am until 
12:00pm in the church parking lot. You 
can bring your items to the church or if 
you need them to be picked up, you 

can call the church office or me. Any items will be 
accepted. We will also be selling baked goods. You can 
also price your items before you bring them to the 
church, but just remember, price them to sell. All of the 
proceeds will go toward our missions projects.  We need  
volunteers to start organizing and pricing (if not already 
priced) all items. Please have all items at the church 
by October 12th. If you have any questions you can call 
the church office or me. For more information see the 
September newsletter.        Thanks and God Bless, Mike 
Tugwell, Chairman, Administrative Council 
 

 
 
BEGINNING SUNDAY, OCT. 2, 
FUMC will be partnering with 
Farmville Presbyterian Church in 
providing can goods for the Food 
Pantry. Canned Food items (regular 

size) Green Beans or Peas, Corn, Baked Beans, 
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, Soup (except creamed 
varieties and broth). Meat (Spam, deviled ham, tuna, 
salmon, etc.) 
 

 
 
The UMM would like to thank all 
who joined us for our soup and 
sandwich lunch on September 

24th. Approximately $400.00 was raised for the wiring 
upgrade in the sanctuary and Bill Sledge is acquiring the 
equipment needed for the project. Upcoming events for 
the UMM are our monthly meeting on October 10th at 
7:00pm, on October 19th the men will be cooking 
pancakes and sausage  for the Wednesday night 
fellowship meal, and we will be providing hot dogs on 
October 30th at Fall Festival. Please make plans to join 
us for these events.                    In Christ, Hugh Williams 
 

 
 
The Annual CROP Walk for Hunger is 
October 30 beginning at 2:00pm o the 
Town Commons.  Around the world, 

your steps in the CROP Hunger Walk can turn into 
nutritious, green leafy vegetables.    The result:  More 
Food for everyone. $25 can provide a farm family with 
everything they need to make succulent, nutritious 
honey – hives, training, equipment.  $50 can provide 400 
lbs. of much-needed food for a local church-run food 
pantry, or seeds and tools for three families.  $100 can 
provide 250 cute and useful baby chicks, who will group 
to be egg-producing chickens.  Join the CROP Walk or 
donate to a Walker today.  If intrested contact First 
Christian Church for more information at 753-3179. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Youth kicked-off the new 
school year by getting back into 

the swing of things on September 11th.  The group was 
treated to pizza and we chatted about upcoming events.  
Our special guest for the evening was none other than 
our own Pastor Bill.  We invited Pastor Bill in an effort for 
the Youth to have some one-on-one time with him.  After 
everyone was sufficiently stuffed with pizza, we headed 
to the youth room.  Pastor Bill shared some of his past 
experiences with the Youth and gave them a bit of his 
history.  I can honestly say it was one of the quietest 
Youth meetings I’ve been in.  The Youth seemed to 
hang on every word Pastor Bill shared with them.  In 
actuality, he really just scratched the surface concerning 
his life and his walk with God.  The meeting ended with 
an open invitation for Pastor Bill to come back anytime 
and share more with us.  That was not the end of the 
evening though.  Some of the Youth remembered the 
cream pies shared at last year’s kick-off event and 
wanted to know if we were going to do that again.  
Initially I told them I was not planning on doing that, but I 
didn’t want to disappoint them.  So with a little sneaking 
around and some help from Janet Clontz, three cream 
pies happened to show up at the meeting.  Three pie 
throwing candidates were selected from the group.  
Pastor Bill even “volunteered” to take one for the team 
(it’s amazing what your pastor will agree to when you 
call him ten minutes before your meeting starts and put 
him on the spot).  He was a good sport through it all.  
Trey Johnson was the first pie thrower.  He targeted 
Pastor Bill and drew back his arm as if he were throwing 
a baseball from the outfield to home plate.  I was a little 
concerned about Pastor Bill’s safety and turned to tell 
Trey, “not so hard now, we don’t want to hurt. . .” and 
with that he turned on a dime and delivered the pie 
squarely to my face.  I was very impressed with the 
quick change up.  Pastor Bill did take a pie to the face 
before it was all over and Mrs. Jean was quick to post it 
on Facebook after the meeting ended.  All in all it was a 
good event.  
        Our big event every fall is Pilgrimage.  The group is 
registered and hotel rooms have been reserved.  In an 
effort to offset the cost of the trip, the Youth have 
planned a Soup and Sandwich lunch for Sunday, 
October 23rd.  We will be accepting donations that day 
to help with this event.  The hotel rooms are the biggest 
cost we incur for this event, so please come out and 
support the Youth. 
          The Youth along with the Sunday School will be 
sponsoring a Fall Festival on Sunday, October 30th.  
We’ll have a hayride, games, and the UMMF will be 
cooking hotdogs.  We encourage the little ones to wear 
their favorite costume, but please no scary ones.  We 
will need volunteers to help with the event, and cakes, 
pies, and cupcakes will be needed for the Cake Walk.  If 
you can help or if you can prepare one of the desserts 
mentioned, please contact Sheldon, Kim Shovelin, or 
Joy Fields. 
 



Blessings, 
Sheldon 

 
 

UMW 
NEWS 
 
 
 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT – Everyone is invited  
 October 4 at 7:00 p.m. – Farmville United 

Methodist Church Chapel 
 Inspirational message/program given by Linda 

Horton of Raleigh 
 Cake and coffee to follow program in the 

Fellowship Hall 
 
HOLIDAY HELPERS – November 12th -10a.m. until 12 
noon 

 Ladies, mark your calendars now for our annual 
Holiday Helpers fundraiser 

 All ladies (and men cooks) needed to provide 
lots of great dishes, cakes, pies, soups, cheese 
straws etc. for sale on November 12th 

 All the food items are displayed in the 
Fellowship Hall for sale 

 Monies raised go to local missions  
ü SILENT AUCTION is back this year – if you 

have anything to contribute, please notify 
Connie or Debbie.  Some suggestions are 
gift cards/certificates for items, services, 
pottery, jewelry, vacation homes/retreats, 
and homemade items. 

ü WHITE ELEPHANT table – New holiday 
items will be sold on this table.  If you have 
new or gently used items that are holiday 
themed, please consider donating them to 
be sold at the White Elephant table. 

ü Circle members will be asked to sign up for 
specific jobs.  If you are not a member of a 
Circle, you will get a call as well.   

 
CIRCLE NEWS 

 CIRCLE III – October 17 at 7 p.m. – Hostess is 
Diane Warren; Program given by Connie 
Mozingo 

 CIRCLE IV – October 17 at 7 p.m. – Hostess is 
Trena Johnston; Program given by Cyndi 
Lauderdale 

 
“May God grant you always!A sunbeam to warm you, a 
moonbeam to charm you, a sheltering Angel so nothing 
can harm you.  Laughter to cheer you.  Faithful friends 
near you.  And, whenever you pray, Heaven to hear 
you.” - An Irish Blessing 
 
Friends in Faith, 
 
Connie Mozingo (753-5877)   
Debbie Terrell (753-4941) 

 
 
 

 
    I trust most of you know about the Backpack Pals 
ministry that our church is taking the lead to introduce to 
the community.  Briefly this ministry provides food for 
children who have little or nothing to eat during the 
weekend.  Backpacks containing the food items are sent 
home with the child on Friday afternoon with 10-12 non-
perishable, easy to fix, food items.  The packs are 
brought back to school on Monday and picked up by a 
volunteer on Wednesday for refilling.  The program costs 
about $30 per month per child.   
     The Administrative Council committed to this project.  
The church family needs to fund this important project.  
Anyone who has been in schools regularly recognized 
that there are many children in our schools who fit in the 
category described above.  Please prayerfully consider 
the role you, your family or group will commit to this 
ministry.  Perhaps your family might sponsor a child or a 
Sunday School Class could adopt a child or a Circle or 
any other group within the church.  You may talk further 
with Irene Pollard about this if you need more 
information.  As a church we need to make our 
commitment to the number of children we will sponsor 
soon.  

 
 

OPERATION                                                                                                                
CHRISTMAS CHILD  

 
  Operation Christmas Child 

brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations 
worldwide through gift-filled shoeboxes and the Good 
News of God’s Love. 
      As chairperson of the “Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox” campaign, I challenge each and every person 
in our church to make 1 box for the needy and suffering 
children of the world.  In our news every day, we see 
children who have nothing.  Would it not bring a smile to 
your face to know you made a difference in one child’s 
life with your shoebox?  It is one of the most rewarding 
“little things” I have ever done.  I hope each of you will 
pray about this and help us reach our goal of over 100 
boxes. If you feel you cannot do a complete box, you 
may make a donation to the box located outside the 
office in the hall or you may make a monetary donation 
to help with shipping costs to the church office. Make 
checks out to “Samaritan’s Purse.”  I thank you all so 
much for prayerfully considering this most worthwhile 
project. Please have all boxes at the church on 
November 13.   

 
Ann Rogers



 
 
 
Autumn Has Soon Come:  
Shine With Blessing  
 

 
September here, 
The fall winds blow near 
What I enjoy about the season; 
A warm and soft knit blanket wrapped cozy around me 
Gifts from the heart, like something handmade 
Blessings from above, 
God's gracious talents he gives  
Virtuous Women I know, like my Grandmother, such a precious soul 
His service, that across the world unites into, 
Humanity's courage for those less fortunate about this time of the year 
A burst of joy tugging on my heart strings for those reaching others by their 
good deeds, 
Time out to feed the Hungry, not only across the world but in local Soup 
Kitchens,  
or helping families in a great deal of need, 
A yummy bowl of brunswick stew, nourishing the stomach and feeding the 
soul from  
Parker's BBQ restaurant, 
Adoring smores with family and friends around local campfires 
The bonfire memories I will surely cherish, 
May the feeling of red, yellow, orange ignite in my heart and yours as well 
Burning Goodwill to all men, not only in scenic view, by Autumn's vibrant color  
scheme falling to the ground, 
Fall leaves that capture nostalgia, 
From pumpkin patch to pumpkin pie, it is my favorite every time 
The captivating passion, our Lord has provided us with knowing Jesus Christ 
The love for the crop in abundance this harvest 
Believing there's a time and season for everything, as Harvest time has 
arrived 
God Bless Man's hands and feet: for the laborers are few 
God Bless the bounty that we are about to eat, the harvest has abound  
Even the gospel to go fourth into the streets 
A good crop to put upon the table, 
A time of thanksgiving is upon us now 
To give our thanks and praise it is always right,  
Each individual with their own niche at a specific skill God has blest them with: 
For in my weakness, He is strong and I am truly thankful for the communion  
of saints in my community 
I want to encourage you to discover "YOU" in the midst of God's Great Plan  
on life's journey 
Tis the season after all to shine with blessing~  
   
By Lisa Midgette 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
Nursery volunteers are needed to help Jean keep the 
CRIB ROOM and NURSERY during the 11:00 worship 
service.  If you are willing to give your time to help with 
this need, there is a sign up sheet on the credenza in the 

hallway near the office, and in each adult Sunday School room.  Please 
indicate how many Sundays a month/year you are willing to help, and which 
room you wish to be in.  YOUTH and MEN are needed also. 

 
 
 

 
 
Births..... 
.....Heidi Ellis born 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 .  
Heidi is the daughter of Brad and 
Amanda Ellis.  The paternal 
grandparents are Paul and Marilyn 
Ellis. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   October 7: Beverly Wainwright 
 October 8: Dewey Fuquay, Jr.
 October 9: Darlene Gaynor 
 October 10: Irene Pollard 
 October 15: Jean Allen 
 October 24: Sue Hardy 
 
 

 
 
 
PLEASE BE IN 
PRAYER FOR...... 

Tracey Smith, Horace Allen, Billy 
Baker, Conner Carroll (cousin of 
Maggie Williams. healing); Richard 
Crossan (health); Rufus and 
Evangeline Cochran (healing), 
Agnes Monk (healig),  Pat Rouse-
Jones (healing), Jessica Heath 
(healing), Bobby Carraway 
(healing), Jimmy Hite (surgery and 
healing`, brother of Erin Grimes) 
Virginia Wooten (healing), Helen 
Goins (started treatment for lung 
cancer; cousin of Anita Powell), 
John Robinson (healing-stage four 
colon cancer), Marilyn Ellis 
(healing, cancer), Edna Hobgood 
and family (grief, death of her 
father Edward Frizzelle), Kristen 
Parker (niece of Janet Clontz), 
Derrick Oliverio (grief, friend of 
Andrew and Jacob Parks) 
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